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riELIGION AND SVPERSTITlOKcoHiKKitirs, 


R E L I G I O N fuppofcs a knowledge 
o f 
the 


Deity, his 
perfections 
and g o v e r n m e n t — o f 
oiir- 
i'elves as rational, moral, fallen creatures—of 
the 
y^'Tiy in w h i c h offenders may be reuored to the di- 
»ine f a v o u r — a n d of mankind in their various rcla- 
\ ions to U3. 
It confifts in an unrelcrved regard tv> 
li^e duties refulting from our nature and condition, 
rnd the relation in w h i c h v;e ftand to 01 her 
it 
is *a reafonable fervico.' 
A s il is founded 
in 
k n o w l e d g e , fo it enlarges the mind, ex.ilts and re- 
i:nes its powers, and gives them their jufc JirccTcior) 
t n d 
employment. 
Religion, 
conicious vi h u n u i i 
v. caknefs, refts on divine revelation, bat in examin- 
ing the evidence, defign and meaning of revelation, 
T'-Jmits the aid of reafon. 
It is calm in its enqui- 
ries, deliberate in its refolves, and iteady in its con- 
duct. 
It cheriihcs modefh and humble 
thoughts, 
is open to light and conviclion, and labours for im- 
f rovement. 
It is mild aad peaceable in its dif :>oii« 
Vol.1, 
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tlonjfoaer and temperaie la its manners, candid and 
coiKlofccnJiiig to others. It iludics to promote love and 
union amoiv; niv.'n, in civil :md in religions Ibciety, 
reprobates n.)nc for trivial didcrences, attends chief- 
ly to things offalid importance, and regards as th.e 
ir;:nds ol God, all who do ib, whatever nauu thf-y 
bear. 
It con lemns vice, and the errors i hat lead, 
to it, approv.:.-; virtue and tlie truths which promo:e 
it, whether in friend or enemy. 
It aisns to plea'c 
the Deitv 
a conftant obfervance of his iniunc- 


^ 
¥ 
-J 


tions, and uuier a fenfe of alleviations, ¡»eaiteiitir 
relies on mj:-cy tiirough the grand atoncnent i)r - 
vided. 
It is lirm in dan:Jer, nnifbrm in dutv, co";- 
tent with th? iilent annri/oation of the heart, and a 
conrcioufiiefs of divine appro!)aiion, humbly tru!'- 
ing in the wifJom and ctpaity of the iupreme gov- 
era'.nent. 
In a vrord, religion improves the inte'- 
lecl, resStifies tlie will, Aveeieiis tl^e temp.'^r, cal;;.s 
the paiHons, gives peace to the confeience, and re:i- 
ders men courteous, friendly and b.'niiicent to each 
other, and iifefal in every relation. 


Superilition is a kind of inconfiftent trifling fcra- 
puloilty. 
It difcovers itfelf in a fervent zeal for and 
•againil: matters of indifference or inrall importance, 
while thinTs of real wei'Tht are overlooked. 
It lavs 
O 
O 
^^ 


Arcls on pracVices that have no connection with vir- 
tue, and opinions that make no man wifer or better, 
and liave neither evidence to rappoi*t them, nor 
ufefulnefs to recommend them j and reje-its tliofe 
that have botli. 
In tlie exprenive language of la- 
t red writ, ' ftrains at a gnat and fwallows a camel.' It 
iprings from ignorance of men and things, fro n 
falfe notions of the Deity and his government, and 
abfurd conceptions of the nature of piety and vir- 
tue. 
It is giiided by the traditions and opinion-j of 
men, more than by fober reafon and plain revela- 
tion. 
It is credulous in fome favourite matters, in 
others blind to arrjunient. 
It is hafty io its judg- 
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inent; a corrupt and vicious people muft bi ruU 
cd with rigour. 
They who are governed by ration- 
al principles of their own, need but little other gov- 
ernment i they who are wholly deftitute of luch 
principles muft be governed by external forcc and 
terror. 
" The hw is not made for a righteous man, 
but for the lawlcfs." 


L i t r r a r p ^ m u f e i n e n t i f 


DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN madam 
COSMOCiUNTA. AND a FHI- 
LOSOPHICAL E N Q U I R E R of the iSch Century. 


Ixtraftcd from the ift No. of the 
and Brit\ilt ÄCi-;?.-/-—* new 


aiid intcrcftlr.g vublicatiua. 


" f e 


Enquirer. 
I 
R E J O I C E , my good maoam, to fee you- 


You bear yor.r years extremely well. 
You really look as 
frcih and bicoming this morning as if you were but juft 
out of your leading ftringi, and yet you have 
1 for- 
get how many cciuuries upon your ilioulders. 


Aiadatn Cojinogunia. 
Do not you know, fon,thatpeo- 
jile of niy ftanding, are by no n.eans fond of being too 
nicely queftioned about their years r Beüdes, my age is a 
point by no means agreed iipoii. 


Enq. 
I thought it was fet down in the church regif- 
U r ? 


C'.f. 
That is true; 
but every body does not go by 
your regiilcr. 
T h e people who live eaftward of us, and 
\ ave fold tea, time cut of mind, by the great wall, fay I 
am older by a vail deal; and that lo;ig before the tirr.e 
wl.en yoMr'people ]>retend I was born, I had nearly as 
mucli u ii'Jcm an.i learning as 1 have now. 


1 do not know how that matter might be; one 
tiling 4, am certain of, that you did not know your let- 
ters then; and everv body knows that tl.cfe tea-dealers, 
Vv'ho tire very vain,'and want to go higher than every 
iy die for the aarlquliy of their fuiuily, are noted for 
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c / . 
O n the o her i n r ì d , oM IH-rc, jl-c r r c r t ( •; r - n i - 
o i e r / u h ) v.':is lo rnmcvA for c;;it p.; r. f"ii;i.rc, ir.t ì r-.>lr;v, 
l.i:.t tlie io.,'rtt.T itilH" 
b e f i rùtcr'c!, .'-f:d thst he 
couid 
jTo'.'t 1 v. as n-iUeh yoi]n;jer 'l!i:;m \ l'U l a e •;U\-'lly 
r'-c- 
kor.i\l m e f ) l'C. It n.ay bf 1>, tor n^y ; n;", 1 cniìnoi ì 
fuy.polcti to rtrrii iii'.itr lo far l . w k . 
Ì > o ild net wv;*;- 
in in\- cr.riv \')ut;!\ rivi it w-r.-i r. lo!-^; V.iv.c ¡ t icre I 1 ì>ì' .t 
p o c k e t a l n u n r c Io iet do'vii ali e 'currcntc:. iii^ aiul 'J.C 
a^^i s ol ir.v ( i.';;dieii, as i ilo r.ow. 


I^fiq. 
\Vci,, \ 
ex.ict r^ì,'- i- nf)t fo matirl:.!: 
hwt 
liiere is o n e poin'", w h i t i i I (f i.K .s I u'.ia niiieìi t o : {„•• r- 
: I J:avc ofren heard 
rha^. r;i y(-i 
i: 


ver.r-, v>)ii r r o w w j ' t r ar. i l tt. 
; aiìci ifiat \ ou a i v c r 
ni.).;.' -ir aiorc c u n u d , m e r e i'L^r..'. a 1 et ter i r r r r p i- 
tii \ Olir ait^di'-, a n d in lliorr, nv>re ai-ìiaide in e- ' r y 
r e f t t'iKui e'.'.r \ ( \i 
u'crc in t!i • v li(>lt' t o n r i e < f v-a.;' 
ì 
; 
and o'JKr^— 
u iil (.xiTi'-t; HiC, iìiad: p ; — t ro- 


t . n d tliai: you ara alnu-ù in yov:r 
tLrt y;,u p- 


ili re intoit-rahle (i\'e: V v;;.r 
arci ili.u, w ii-rvas^pf 


:n y u j r c aiidÌKx d \'oii \.crc a 1: r yì.riy, i n r i c i i . 
I re r ui-c, tdat 
roib 
;th t!:e i;uk, !ry li-'v n v ' t h 
t; 


tI:ou^lit or 
l a d i n o 
l.artìi o M i . y 
e ; \ 
; c I v c o n . e riirjdcioii^, iclfini, ir.tr-.cncd, f(V ii r i 
; o'!:- 
i a ^ b u : cA indiayàaj; y r u r : y; t'i-t^. 
and cmririV/a! 
f t- 
tiiì'T y o n r (ju ji ciiiitn'cn to. cti-.tr 
b)' the car'^ lor in ix-v.s. 
X u w 
I fluitivi iike to k n c . v \\d-.re the tri'.tli b i s . 


C-J. As to tli.it, I an', 
pcrbr". s, :()') i-.early c o r . c f r n e d 
fo : nfvver \ e/ii p i o p e r l v . 
1 u l d , t h u a tcra, 
r b tr-. c 
t b a t I lio jK^t rtiiic ¡id. cr tl-.e l'uve \v!;en 1 i'.avc i.ol bcv.rd 
cxxcì.y 
t.u' b'n;e c o'^tra ii.-'crv : i,er:;c>f!S. 


Jì/iq. 
I Inaicve t b e b-it wa;, ;o c'etcrn i'^c t^f" «y.'e'- 
t. ):i w d l '-.'e l)v 
i'rav be To Ì/><~<1 
to iiiiar;:. ì: 


1 J O , v 
Vo i 
t iT'j^loN t d \ 
leif u". tb.c tilfùrei.t i t / a . - ' s 


Ol 
o;:.* liie ; iroin the L.abcf!. time yoii caii rtn.^nbL vi", 
ior Ì!-diance? 


C:/'. 
1 iiavi- a \'erv C ' - ^ i ' ^ : r i i r rn-l^raixe o i l b d 
ì a ^ i 
V j>.'i.-tjant g;irdtn, tuli ot nrilt, and or i'-i.ig tnr.^.uì c . l 
b e e a u i c I Ivui noi nbnde.i the Inl'M^crloa;. lai ì 
n e. 


A ' t ^ a tliat l b t c ì a c lo very n:;\:^hty tbat I o.-^t a ù ' s ^ c 
a n d uat, in greai darp^cr or h^ir.'^ dicv,- r^ai. 


A hopei'ul btglniiin^i; I ¡r,. :: al.ow. 
3h\.y '.-. b - t 
w a s tilt iirl'L picco of \vork you rccoilcc^ b c i n g 
^n^a^eV 


jn 
M 
z 
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Ccf. I remeinber fetting myfelf to build a pr(xligli,i:s 
h'gh hciiTe of cards, which I childiihly thought 1 could 
railc \ip to the very fkies. 
I piled them u p very 
hiuh, 
and at laft l^ft off in the middle, and had my tongue Hit 
for b ing fo fcli conceited. 
Afterwards I baked dirt in 
the fun, and refolvcd to make fomething very 
magnifi- 
cient. 
I hiirdly knew 
whr.t, fo I built a great many 
mounds in the form of fugar loaves, very broad at bot- 
t o m , and jiointcd at top, in the largcft of which 1 buried 
a 
favourite 
lqr,irrel :—they 
took 
rne a great 
niar.y 
> t ars to make, and were fit for no earthly purpofe w h t n 
xiiey were conc. T h e y are ftill to be feen, if you choole 
to take the trouble of going fo f.ir. 
Travellers call them 
nn- folly. 


Enq. 
Pray what ftudies took your attention when you 
firft: began to learn ? 


Cof, A t j h f t I amufed myfelf, as all children do, with 
piftures ; £nTdre\v, or rather attempted to draw, 
figures 
1 of lions and ierpents, and men 
with the heads oi ani- 
inals, and women with fiilies tails ; to all of which I af- 
fixed a mer.ning, often 
whimfical enough. 
M a n y 
of 
thcfe my firft fcratches are ftiil to be feen upon old walls 
2nd-ftont s, and have greatly exercifed the ingenuity of 
the curious to find out what I could poflibly mean by 
them. 
Afterwards, when I had learned to read, 1 was 
wonderfully entertained with 
ftories 
of giants, griffins, 
and mermaids, and 
men and women turned into trees, 
2nd horfcs that fpoke, and of an old man that ufcd to 
eat his children, till his wife deceived him by giving him 
a ftone to eat inftead of one of them, aud of a conjuror 
w h o tied up the wind in bags, and 


Etiq, Hold, hold my good madam ; you have given 
me a very fufficient proof of that proj)enfity to the mar- 
vellous which I have always remarked in you. 
I fup- 
pofe however, you foon grew too old for luch n u i f t i y 
itories as thefe. 


Cof. O n the contrary, I amufed myfelf with putting 
tb.em into verfe, and had them fung to me on holidays; 
ailA at this very day, I make a point of teaching them to 
m y children in whole education I take any pains. 


Enq. 
I think I fliould rather whip them for employ- 
ing their time fo idly; I hope at ieaft thefe pretty ilorics 
kept you out of milchief. 
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Cof. I cannot fiy they did; I never was without a 
fcraa hed face, or bloody nofe, at any period I can :c- 
nieraber. 


Enq. Very promiiiTT difjiofitions, triiiy ! 
Co^. My arnnfo'r.eits were not all fo mifchievoiis. I 
Tvas very fo.-id of ilar-gazing, and telling fortunes, and 
trvi i^ a thoufand tricks for gop<.i luck, many of which 
Iin/s; made fuch an imj^reilion on my mind, :hat I re- 
member them even at this day. 


I hope, however, your reading was not all of 
the land you have mentioned. 


Cof, No. 
Ir was at fome of tlve very famous races, 
wliich were h.e d every four years for mv divcrfion, and 
which I aiwciy? made a poip.t to be at, that a man oncc 
ca;ne to the race ground, and read a hifrory book aloud 
to the whole company ; there were, to be fure a num- 
ber of ftories in it not greatly better than thofe I have 
been telling you ; however, from that time, I began lOM 
take to more ferious learning, and likewife to reckon and 
date all my acco-ints by thefe races, of which, ab 1 told 
you, I was very fond. 


Enq. 
I think you afterwards went to fchool, and 
learned philofophy and mathen-;atics. 


C-if. I did fo. 
I had a great many famous maflers. 


Enq. Were you a tenciiable fcholar.? 
Ci/. One of my mailers ufed aiways to weep vviien I.c 
fa-.v me, another ufed always to built into a fit oi lr.ugl> 
itr. 
I leave you to gucfs what they tiiought ol m>.\ 
(Concluded incur next ) 


FCR THE 
NIGHTINGALE, 


MESSRS 
EDITORS, 


I f you behold a man going on his way rejoic- 
ing, or his face illuminated with the rmilcs of the 
multitude;—heiitate not in believing that he has 
long fmce learnt " to temper the a iiid to the ihorn 
lamb.'" 
But, if you perceive one biting his nails 
and (lamping on the duft, curfing the day of his na* 
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tivity and drawling out in pathetic 
tone—xvhnt 
is friendiliip but a name 
'—you may let him down 
as having taken no incenrc from the alter of Flat- 
tery. 


There is not a creature who wears the form of 
man, however devoid cf hcaJ-piece and crippled in 
manners, but likes to b' iffawned upon by thoie feated 
on the higher ftool. The out ftrctchcd hand of dig- 
nity is expected by the link-boy, who wades through 
mire, as much as by the man, who draws checks on 
the bank. 
No one likes to be paiTed by, and loft 
on the other fide ; there is not the man on earth, 
who had not rather forgive the wretch, v/ho iilched 
from his purfe 
than him, who trampled on his 
laurels. 
Every one wiihes to be lifted, at leaft, as 
high, if not a peg higher than his neighbour, and 
though ihoufands mifs their aiin and ilump, through 
the bubbles of llattery, into the vale of misfortune ; 
yet fo dear to them is the fcraw, adulation, that 
ihey can even then bear to be tickled. 
Yes, they 
arc iiill pleaied with being flattered that they ihalJ 
one day enjoy thofe gay fcenes, which allured them 
from the humble fpot, for which God and nature 
dclip-ned them. 


V > 


"Seeing fuch then is the way of the world, r/.uft 
v> G not give the lie to him, who dcfcribeth the road 
of popularity and efteem a^ opening through the 
gate of hmple truth - That doctrine is all a fudge, 
which teaches man to depend entirely on intriniic 
jnerit : externals are cx:rcmeiy neceilary, and, wltli- 
out the glofTing of eli'ji'tte, we mud: fet down con- 
tent with the humble appellation of clever bodies. 
Good fenfe muil throw over her plain attire the 
trappings of nonlenfe and flattery ; I'he muft fub- 
mit to being maik(.J., for foc.ls -¿re all the falhion. 
Depend upon it we ihall find it much the fmooth- 
eft way to travel over the little Inconfiftences we 
meet with—and by far the fafeil to hold the lamp 
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ti reifon low enough to difcem the whims, capricc 
and notions of the company we fall into. 


Flitter)', though a bafe iort of coin, will always 
find currcncy ^ and few are the philoibphers o f * 
this age, however grave and folemn in their de- 
portment, but can bear to be tickled with a fea- 
ther, 
from 
the wing of 
vanity. 
Let us then 
Icp.rn, with the wife men of Ifrael, to temper the 
iiiUtLcr of our mind to tlie cuitoms of the world. 


BERI-HESDLNT. 


^iV 
^POLOOGE. 


A G E N T L E M A N , after having tnvellid thro' 
flifTerent parts of the globe, returned at length to t\isown 
country. 
His friends, as ulual in fuca cafes, flocked 
round him with eager expreilions cf welcome. 
" Biefs 
me, how happy am I to fee you !" cried one and all of 
them. 
'*Come, do tell us iome of your adventures." 


After relating to thi?in a number of miraculoiis clrcum- 
fiances, " Y o u kno^ gentlemen, (added he) what a pro- 
digious diilance it is from this country to that of the 
Hnrons!—^Well, about twelve hundred Ifac\ies farther 
off, 1 met with a very flrange fct of ir.en, who often fit 
round a table the n-hole nigar, and es'tn till the morn- 
ing is well advanced ; but there if no cloth laid forihem, 
nor is any thing lo gratify the appccite. The thunder might 
rnttL- over their heads, two ra'nit-S might engage befide 
th:m, htv.ven itfelf might threaten an inlbnt chaos, 
wUhout n nking them Itir, or in the haft difi:urb:ng 
t'.eni ; for tliey 
both c'eif and drmb. 
At tinges, in- 
d:t(i, they sre heard to utter inarticulate foupids, founds 
v 'lich ha . e no conneoVlon with eaeh other, and very 
htae nv aring ; yet will they roU their eyes at t.ach oth- 
er in thjC odi-ifil: mnnncr iniagi:'.?.ble. 
Often i::;ve I lonk- 
eJ ai thim u irh wonder ; lor tliey never want fpt fla- 
lurs. who are fee-.nii^gly attra^^led to them by curiolicy ; 
iii.d believe me, my iriendi, I Aiall 
er fori^et the hor- 
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rid conntena!\ces which I have ob "er/ei ani?:! i iiir « 
upon fuc'i occ:i!ioas; 
ouiic.Maace-; oa u- 
w 


)a:;itcd, by turns, .i.fpuir, r.ig ai^.d ao'V r. i-l tfi -:i a ; ; 
viigaanr ioy, tiact-iral with viae.ü.i i'--. 
S > ne.-i-.Tj. . 
, 
a >!)jar 
f n r i o . i s 
a s 
b e ii i.nir.--, 
io ;;.:'WiU'-i 
r ; 1 


gloom'z as the infernal ju !.-, 
; I f-n.:"m. - f.a ;•••• 
with ai; t'^c an ;n;lh of a .¡'i;:;;:;. L s '-.j: i. ¡..-.I :•-» t 
• .\ • 
of exe«:at" in."—' ITuv - v.' 
; : ic rr:>.•.'..!.. o; 


our traveller) what can be ihc a 'j •.'i • Ih i: 
;. v 


wretches? Are r:-;e/ 
r,' i - j "u': ¡ e - — . \ . 


Tiieii ih 'V are in ica -cN c" i 
¡-Li :oA; >!k b .;":).•, - 
- 
*/ No," " O i! now wc nivj 
th.-y "a.v ü >t 
in order t > r;-p-".it o'-, -i v I to 
f.jr bibf <:r: i-. 
' — 


•• Xo : you are as Miacb dec^i- td. my 
a - .•. i.'' 


• 
Good G kI ! '.hen toev m bl 
ü^uluv i. 
T: 


dumb, and infcn.ible ' Wi.ar, in the n ¡n-j oi Wlu. ..r, 
«an employ tliem ?" 
Wh) G a m i w g ." 


ELEGANT 
EXTRACT. 


AS foon as Nature begins to untie the tongne of 
man, it puts forth fome buds o f ^ h e fcntimcnt that 
it has planted 111 iliS heart, and the livelier it is tlis 
more it tlifcovers itfelf in tlic child, and gives tlioib, 
that are intruitcd vbtli tb.e care of its education, tlx 
better hopes for thebr f icccfs ; and for this rcafoii 
Q^rntilian, who had fj^jiit fo many thoughts about 
the beft manner of educating youth, and i;ives us lb 
good rules for that pnrpofe, does not fticL to tcil 
us, " G i v e me hut a child that is fenfible of prailc 
and touch'd with glory, and tliat will cry at 
ihz 
iliame of being out-done, and Til keep hlrn to lbs 
buiinefs by emulation; reproof will alHicl, and hon- 
or will encourage him, and I (hall not fear but to 
cure hbn of his idlenefs.*' 
And for the fame rea- 
fon it is, that he gi^es the preference to the inituc- 
tion of public fchools ubove zny private eJucatio;!. 


T H E 
N I G H T I N G A L E . 
ÍAÍ 


LINES, 


B O A . - 
) A S T not tliy b l o o m ^ t h c u heauteou« rofc I 


SiHin tlic bl^ft iliali tcAr thy ¡cai ! 


P.oaft not thy biiis, v ; i n m a n ì for woe» 


il.ali rcnd thy h c a r t with s - ' ^ f - 


W h a t i h o u j h o n t h c c gay f o r t u n e fmilc, 


> i u 1 p r e m i fé golden h o u r f o f p c a c c ; 


P r c a d ¿iftrcfs and faci turmuil, 


on nudi bid the bltilmg^ cc-ifc ! 
L . 


[ s t L L C T E D . " 


SOKXET, 


T f R — l ' v e c m b a r k ' d for p ' c a f u r t ' s 
flowcry 
iliore, 


lìy vouthful p^ífTion's ticic i m p c t u o a s d r i v ' n , 


I..ii!nc!)'(l t h e fwift b a r k , a n d plicd the CEard fs s a r . 


Aiid iou 'd c i y fail to c v c r y 
Ijcav'n, 


Für f r r c y p i i n t c d g a y t h e dnn^'reus rf:\Vi, 


I l u p c f-ì-.ooth'd tlic \%v.vc, a n d ecr.tly fanr.'d tlir 


Kc; f.-.lr difcrction Icfl tn ^l'.ide tl:c L e h n , 


O r c h e c k the prorrtf.s o! tlie fwc'ling faih 


B u t a h , h n w q n i c k l y clid the (ìortn a l l ' è , 


H n w qu'.cklv was eacli plcwfmj; fccnc o'crcAÍ!; 


A n d I t h e vivTlim i f u n p í t . 
irJos, 


C o n d c m n ' d to figh to t h e i n c r n i l a n t 
bl.ifl ; 


T o view tlìe diftant 
flirre 
v. i:!i Ion?inp e y e , 


T h c n whc'.m'd wit'.i vain r c _ r c t , d(.'\ ; :r and die ' 
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SOXG, 


l Y 
M R . 
T H O M A S 
A D V E T . 


T H E eomff»rts of life may be clearly clefla'd, 


And cach may comc in for his fliarv: ; 
Ail trouble ¡^ merely a freak of the mind 
. 
S 


Alas ! how we're ap: to dcfpair ? 


In all htuations a man may he glad, 


He ne'er was crcated for woe; 


Let him fcek aiid he'll find thsre is blifa to be L i l , 


A i d plenty of comfort below. 


Too oft wc are carelcfs of wliAt w i enjoy. 


And fcIJcm coutcnted a day j 
We fuffcr e^ch paiTionour peace to annoy, 
And trifle our moments away. 


I .ct u.; look at our neighbours, of cv'ry deorce. 


And all their misfortunes review; 


Ten t'ioufand unfortunate creatures you'll fee. 


More wretched and friendlcfs than y^ u ! 


Then let us not fall in an error fo wrong, 


But truil to a power above ; 
Be chearful and gay with a friend and a fong, 
A-ud live with contentmeat and love! 


soy MOT ofHtnrj the 
ofFrana. 


O X reading an oftentatious infcription on the mon':^- 
rnent of a Spanifli officer : " Hire lies the body of Don, 
&:c. &c. who never kiievv what fear was." 
Tiicn," 
faid that Prince hiiniouroufly, " he n^ver iuuffed a can- 
dle with his 
fingers." 
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